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MUSIC AT KOHL MANSION PRESENTS 
CYPRESS STRING QUARTET  

in concert Sunday, February 26, 2012 at 7 pm 
Free Master Class, Lecture and Reception 

BURLINGAME, CA - February 13, 2012 - Music at Kohl Mansion's 29th season continues with a 
concert by noted Bay Area-based Cypress String Quartet on Sunday, February 26, 2012 at 7 pm 
at Burlingame's historic Kohl Mansion. The quartet will perform a program of chamber works by 
Mendelssohn, Beethoven, and award-winning American composer Kevin Puts. Tickets are $45 
($42 Senior / $15 if <30 yrs) and include a FREE Master Class at 5 pm in association with Young 
Chamber Musicians, as well as a pre-concert talk at 6 pm by popular resident musicologist Kai 
Christiansen, and a post-concert buffet reception with the musicians. Parking is free and Kohl 
Mansion is wheelchair accessible. Information and tickets are available online at 
www.musicatkohl.org or by phone at 650-762-1130. 
 
The program includes Mendelssohn's String Quartet No. 2 in A minor, Op. 13, Kevin Puts' Lento 
Assai, and Beethoven's String Quartet in A minor, Op. 132. 
 
A native of St. Louis, MO, and educated at Yale and the Eastman School of Music, Kevin Puts is 
hailed by critics as one of the most important composers of his generation. His work has been 
commissioned and performed by leading orchestras in the US and abroad. Lento Assai was 
commissioned by the Cypress String Quartet for its Call & Response series, in conjunction with 
the Lied of Center of Kansas, the Mendelssohn Performing Arts Center and the Elizabeth Sprague 
Coolidge Foundation in the Library of Congress, and was premiered at the Library of Congress, 
Washington D.C. on February 6, 2009.   

   
Known for its elegant performances, the Cypress String Quartet (Cecily Ward, violin; Tom Stone, 
violin; Ethan Filner, viola; and Jennifer Kloetzel, cello) has been praised by Gramophone for its 
"artistry of uncommon insight and cohesion," and its sound has been called "beautifully 
proportioned and powerful" by The Washington Post. Formed in San Francisco in 1996, the 
Cypress Quartet originally created a signature sound through intense readings of J.S. Bach's 
Chorales. Built up from the bottom register of the quartet and layered like a pyramid, the resulting 
sound is clear and transparent, allowing the texture of the music to be discerned immediately. 
 
During its fifteenth anniversary season in 2011-2012, the Quartet is adding two new recordings to its 
ten-album discography. In November the Quartet released The American Album. In March, the 
Cypress completes its three-volume set of Beethoven's Late Quartets. Volume three will include the 
groundbreaking Opus 132. The Cypress continues to maintain a busy national and international tour 
schedule. Through its signature Call & Response program the Cypress Quartet commissions and 
premieres new string quartets from both emerging and celebrated composers, asking them to write 
in response to established chamber repertoire. Call & Response creates a dynamic dialogue 
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between the past and present, between performers and composers, and among audiences of 
all ages.  
 
To date, the Cypress Quartet has commissioned and premiered over 30 pieces, four of which were 
chosen for Chamber Music America's list of "101 Great American Ensemble Works." Commissioned 
composers include Benjamin Lees, Jennifer Higdon, Kevin Puts, George Tsontakis, and Elena 
Ruehr. The members of the Cypress Quartet play exceptional instruments including violins by 
Antonio Stradivarius (1681) and Carlos Bergonzi (1733), a viola by Vittorio Bellarosa (1947), and a 
cello by Hieronymus Amati II (1701). The Cypress Quartet takes its name from the set of twelve 
love songs for string quartet, The Cypresses, by Antonin Dvořák.   

 
 

FREE Community Event at the San Mateo Public Library  
 
The Cypress String Quartet will offer a free one-hour concert preview including chat with the 
audience on Saturday, February 25, 2012 at 3 pm at the San Mateo Public Library, 55 West 3rd 
Avenue, San Mateo. The public is invited to hear the musicians play excerpts and speak about the 
music they will perform the next evening at Kohl Mansion. No tickets are required for this free 
community event. 

 

About Music at Kohl Mansion  

  
Located just 15 miles south of San Francisco, Music at Kohl's Chamber Music Series has been a 
favorite of music lovers from as far away as San Jose, Marin County and East Bay communities for 
over a quarter-century. Housed in a beautiful 1912 Tudor-style estate in Burlingame, Music at Kohl 
has earned a solid reputation among musicians as a favorite place to perform, both for its splendid 
acoustics and warm, enthusiastic audiences.   
  
Since 1993, Music at Kohl has reached out to provide quality music education programs in local 
schools. Family and Children's Concerts have also become an integral part of Music at Kohl, 
integrating a consistently outstanding series of artists and repertoire for audiences of all ages. 
Programs are made possible by generous contributions from individuals, business and foundations. 
Major in-kind support is provided by the San Mateo Daily Journal. The San Francisco Airport 
Marriott Waterfront is the Official Hotel of Music at Kohl Mansion. 
  
Instruments for School Children: For the sixth consecutive season, Music at Kohl Mansion is 
partnering with Bay Area nonprofit Music in Schools Today (MUST) to place donated instruments in 
the hands of public school children. Members of the audience are invited to help tomorrow's artists 
today, by donating or pledging musical instruments they no longer use. Instruments will be collected 
at all concerts this season. The value of donated instruments is tax-deductible. Learn more at 
www.mustcreate.org.   
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More information: www.musicatkohl.org or 650.762.1130.   
High resolution photos: www.musicatkohl.org/press. 
All programs, artists and repertoire are subject to change. 
For Press Tickets: publicity@musicatkohl.org or 650-762-1130. 
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